
 
 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2437 Niagara Road, Niagara Falls, NY 14304-4057 

(716) 731-4057 
www.stjameslutheran-niagarafalls.org 
Email: stjameschurchberg@gmail.com 

YouTube – Search: St. James Lutheran Church Niagara Falls 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Ministers: The People of St. James Lutheran Church 

Interim: Pastor Randy Kaminska 

Organists: Jennifer Parris and Janet Galvano 

Choir Director: Ann Clingersmith 

Worship Director: Lianda Waugaman  

  Worship is Sunday 8:15am, 10:45am and 6:00pm 

     

OUR MISSION: We are called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 

through worship, witness, and ministry to our members  

and community 

 
WELCOME: We begin a new church year today with the 
first Sunday of Advent. We watch for Jesus’ advent, or 
coming, among us: his return on the last day, and his 
presence with us now. Welcome. 

 

If you are visiting and you have no church of your own, we invite 

you to make this your church home, but above all, we invite you to 

come and worship with us at any time. 
  

http://www.stjameslutheran-niagarafalls.org/
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First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 

ReClaim Lutheran Hymnal – Setting 1 (pg.21) 
Prelude (please stand when indicated by *) 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light 
C: A light has shone on those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness. 
 

P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given 
C: and the government shall be upon his shoulder  
 

P: and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Of the increase of his government and of peace there will 
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  
 

P: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
P: This first advent candle symbolizes hope.  If ever there was a 
time we need hope, 2020 is at the top of the list.  We light this first 
candle as a sign of our hope.  Hope that you will meet us, even in 
this turbulent world.  Hope that you still see us, though we may 
feel lost in the chaos.  Let this light be the guide that brings us to 
Emmanuel once more. C: Come, Emmanuel, Come 
 

♪Come, Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart.♪ 
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P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
Confession & Absolution p. 21 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sin to God our Father, imploring him, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
(Time for silent reflection) 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess to you that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 
Therefore, we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring your grace for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
C: Most merciful God, you have given your Son to die for us. 
Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us remission of all 
our sins. By your Holy Spirit, increase in us true knowledge 
of you and of your will and true obedience to your word, so 
that by your grace we may come to everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. To those who 
believe in Jesus Christ, he gives the power to become children of 
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. The Almighty and 
merciful God grant unto you that are penitent pardon and 
remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the 
grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit. C: Amen 
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HYMN #92: Hark the Glad Sound 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The 

Savior comes, The Savior 

promised long; 

Let every heart prepare a 

throne And every voice a 

song. 
 

2 He comes the pris'ners to 

release, In Satan's bondage 

held. 

The gates of brass before him 

burst, The iron fetters yield. 
 

3 He comes the broken heart 

to bind, The bleeding soul to 

cure, 

And with the treasures of his 

grace To enrich the humble 

poor. 
 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince 

of Peace, Your welcome shall 

proclaim, 

And heav'n's eternal arches 
ring With your beloved name. 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also, with you. 
 

* Kyrie p. 22 
♪Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
♪Lord Have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
* Gloria in Excelsis (“Glory be to God on high...”) p. 23-24 
  Glory be to God on High and on earth peace, good will to all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♪Lord, we praise your name on high, worship you and 

glorify. To the Lamb of God we cry and join the angel’s 
song.  

Refrain: 
Gloria! Let the music flow. Gloria! To the earth below. 

Gloria! Feel our hearts aglow with the joyful angel’s song. 
 

You have borne the sins of all. Mercy, Lord, and hear our 
call. Everyone, both great and small, come join the angel’s 
song.  

(Refrain) 
 

You, alone, the Holy One, You, alone, God’s only Son, In 
your name we’ve just begun to join the angels song. 

 

(Refrain) 
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* Salutation                                                                       p.24 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And with your spirit. 
 
Prayer of the Day   
Gracious God, you are the Alpha and Omega, our beginning 
and end. May your Spirit kindle in us a spirit of readiness, 
that we might at all times and in all places be prepared for 
the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the 
mountains might quake at your presence — 2as when fire kindles 
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil — to make your 
name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might 
tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we 
did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 4From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait 
for him. 5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those 
who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we 
sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be 
saved? 6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a 
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no 
one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us 
melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8But now, O Lord, you are our 
Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. 9Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and 
remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all 
your people. 
 
 



6 
 

Psalm 80:1-7 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;* 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,* 
 stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God of hosts;* 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4O Lord God of hosts,* 
 how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your 
people? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears;* 
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors,* 
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts;* 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every 
way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge — 
6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you — 
7so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the 
end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, 
by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation   p. 25 

♪Hallelu! Halleluia! Give praise to the Lord for the 
blessings of heaven in God’s holy Word. For the words 
of forgiveness, the words that endure, Hallelu! 
Hallelujah! Give praise to the Lord. 
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* Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 
Glory be to you, O Lord. 

24{Jesus said,} “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will 
be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 28From the fig tree learn its lesson: 
as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. 32But concerning that day or that 
hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
35Therefore stay awake — for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or in the morning — 36lest he come suddenly and 
find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ 

  
* Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
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again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Sermon by: Pastor Randy Kaminska 
 

HYMN #95: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
Verse 1 

Wake awake for night is flying 
The watchmen on the heights are crying 

Awake Jerusalem at last 
Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices 
Come forth ye virgins night is past 

The Bridegroom comes awake 
Your lamps with gladness take 

Hallelujah 
And for his marriage feast prepare 
For you must go to meet him there 

 
Verse 2 

Zion hears the watchmen singing 
And all her heart with joy is springing 
She wakes she rises from her gloom 
For her Lord comes down all glorious 
The strong in grace in truth victorious 

Her star is risen her Light is come 
Ah come thou blessed One 

God's own beloved Son 
Hallelujah 

We follow till the halls we see 
Where Thou hast bid us sup with Thee 
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Verse 3 
Now let earth and heaven adore you 
And men and angels sing before you 
With harp and cymbal's joyful tone 
Of one pearl each shining portal 

Where we join with the choir immortal 
Of angels round your dazzling throne 

Nor eye has seen nor ear 
Is yet attuned to hear 

Such great glory 
Halleluia as here we sing 

Our praise to you eternal King 
 

Morning Announcements (Please be seated) 
 

Offering:   As a guest or visitor, we acknowledge your presence as 
the only offering expected today. 
 

* Offering Song  
♪Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy 
One, Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
And now let the weak say, “I am strong”, Let the poor say, “I 
am rich” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give 
thanks. 
 
* Prayer of the Church  

P:  Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Lord be merciful to us all, and when we reach our final hour, 

grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, 

a resurrection into your glory Amen 

 
* Lord’s Prayer & Words of Institution p. 36 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 
 
Benedicamus p. 38 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit 
P: Bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Benediction p.39     
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you. The lord lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace.  

 

HYMN #93: Lift Up Your Heads 
1 Lift up your heads ye mighty gates, 

Behold the King of glory waits! 
The King of kings is drawing near, 

The Savior of the world is here. 
2 O blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O happy hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 
 

3 Fling wide the portals of your heart, 
Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav'n's employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

 

4 Redeemer, come! with us abide; 
Our hearts to thee we open wide, 

Let us thy inner presence feel, 
Thy grace and love in us reveal. 
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Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
Postlude      ENTER TO WORSHIP – EXIT TO SERVE 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85; 2 Peter 3:8-14; 
Mark 1:1-8  

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: Early: 37 Late: 47 Night: 8 
Online:30,Thankgiving: 40 

Announcements 
A Sign-up Sheet for the election of Officers is located on the table by 

the gray room. If you are interested, please contact Ted or Duane. 
 

 
Caring Friends: We are very thankful to the people of St. James for 
supporting our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. Through your efforts we 
were able to provide 50 turkeys, bought at Pellicano’s Food Place at cost 
and 30 bags of food to the North Tonawanda Food Pantry. 

 

Randy Kaminska 
716-225-3591 

rdkaminska@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Correction:  
December 6 –Early: Margaret Schmidt   Late: John Schultz 
    December 13– Early: Beth Wruck    Late: Mary Burgio 
    December 20– Early: Lily Bessel    Late: Bob Gardiner 
    December 24 – 5pm: Donna Driess   7pm: TBA 
    December 25- Laurie Schmidt   
   December 27- TBA 
 

Women’s Bible Study: Please give your donation to Marjorie Milleville for 
the “Whispering Ponies Ranch” for children rescued from sex trafficking. 
ALSO, there will be no bible study in December. 

Finance Committee October 2020 Budget Summary 

Fund Receipts Budget 

  Contributions Approved Budget 
for 2020   October To Date 

General $13,286.00 $111,101.00 $172,000.00 

Benevolence $1010.00 $15,111.00 $15,000.00 

Building/Capital 
Improvement $1,160.00 $10,395.00   

mailto:rdkaminska@gmail.com
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Prayer List - As we start a new year in the church calendar, we 
will be updating the prayer list.  If you would like your prayer 
request to remain on the prayer list, or if you would like to add a 
new prayer request, please fill out a prayer card and leave in the 
collection plate or drop off at the office.  There is also a new 
prayer request form that you may fill out on the website.  Changes 
to the prayer list will be made starting with the bulletin of 
November 29th. 
 
There will be a meeting prior to the annual meeting on Sunday 
December 13th at 9:15am at the fellowship hall. The purpose of 
this meeting is to vote on the prior recommendation from the 
council stating: At the conclusion of these consecutive terms, a 
council member may, with the approval of the elders, lace their 
name on the ballot to continue in office. Although, previously 
approved revote is requested to adhere to the constitution 
requiring being posted too prior Sundays. 
 
The Annual Congregation Meeting will be held on December 
13th at 9:30am in the fellowship hall. The purpose of this meeting 
is as follows: 

1. 2021 Budget Proposal 
2. 2021 Worship Service Proposal 
3. Election of Officers 

These are the only agenda items allowed at this meeting per our 
constitution. 
 
Update from Stephen Ministry: We have 3 volunteers to join our 
Stephen Ministry. Classes will begin in January and there is plenty 
of room for more volunteers. We are also looking for another 
Stephen Ministry leader and those classes are done remotely. 
Those classes will also begin in January. If interested, please 
contact Steve Kowalski or Rich Carlson. 
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We Begin this advent with a new wreath stand designed and 
created by Fred DeVantier. We ask for God’s blessing as we 

reflect on the meaning of the advent season. 
 

 

Due to the recent spike in Covid-19, we are 

requesting that member wear their masks while 

entering and exiting the building AND while singing. 

This is to ensure the health and safety of our 

congregation and community. 
 

Besides our Christmas tree, you can help beautify our church 
sanctuary for Christmas! Buy a poinsettia, bring it to church for 

the holiday season, and then afterwards you can take it home and 
enjoy it yourself. If you wish to designate your flower as a 

memorial for a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, please 
write a note or on the form located on the table by the gray room, 
no later than Sunday, December 20th, and it will be included in the 

Christmas Day bulletin. 
 

Serving in God’s House Today: 
TRUSTEE: Justin DeVantier 

READER: E- Dennis Schmidt       L-Laurie Schmidt 
ACOLYTE: Volunteer Needed 
ORGANIST: Jennifer Parris 

Coffee Hour: Marshal & Carolyn Chapin 
 

Serving in God’s House Next Week: 
TRUSTEE: Bruce Milleville 

READER: E-Margaret Schmidt L-John Schultz 

ALTAR CARE: Laurie and Margaret Schmidt 

COMM. ASSISTANTS: E- MaryAnn Kowalski, L-Dave Milleville 

ACOLYTE: Volunteer Needed 

ORGANIST: Jennifer Parris 

Coffee Hour: Marina Vickers 


